
Kevin Fenton, M.D. 

Director 

National Center for HIV/AIDS, Viral Hepatitis, STD, and TB Prevention 

Department of Health and Human Services 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

1600 Clifton Road  

Atlanta GA  30333 

September 25, 2012 

 

Re:  CDC’s Violation of its Own Sexual Orientation Non-Discrimination Policies 

 

Dear Dr. Fenton: 

 

Thank you for responding to our June 20, 2012 letter to Dr. Thomas Frieden, the Director 

of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  On behalf of our client, 

Parents and Friends of Ex-Gays & Gays (PFOX), our letter pointed out that the CDC’s 

federal government website, "Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Health Youth 

Sources" at http://www.cdc.gov/lgbthealth/youth-resources.htm#friends consists of links 

to gay activist organizations and homosexual resources for youth and parents, but fails to 

include links to organizations or resources for parents who do not affirm homosexual 

behavior, or for youth with unwanted same-sex attractions.  

 

For example, the federal government website lists links to: 

 

 http://gsanetwork.org – “Empowering youth activists to fight homophobia and 

transphobia in schools.” 

 

 http://gsanetwork.org/what-we-do/transforming-schools -- “GSA Network’s 5 

campaigns to Change Your School empower youth activists to create changes 

that will transform schools for generations to come.” 

 

The website also contains links to anti-heterosexual publications and organizations, such 

as PFLAG, which openly denigrates former homosexuals, and the infamous anti-ex-gay 

publication Just the Facts, which advocates against Christian ex-gay ministries and lists 

only those religious organizations that affirm homosexual behavior.  Why is the federal 

government spreading intolerance against the ex-gay community and Christians who 

support the religious testimony of former homosexuals?  Your response did not address 

our complaint that the CDC is engaging in sexual orientation discrimination. 

 

You further claim that “information on ex-gays and conversion therapy is not included,” 

but Just the Facts does exactly that – warn others against the use of therapy for 

diminishing unwanted same-sex attractions.  Please read your website.   

 

http://www.cdc.gov/lgbthealth/youth-resources.htm#friends
http://gsanetwork.org/
http://gsanetwork.org/what-we-do/transforming-schools


The promotion of these negative anti-heterosexual comments spreads hate towards the 

ex-gay community.  Is the federal government singling out a certain class of people to 

denigrate? 

 

We also take issue with your link to the Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC), which 

creates unsafe communities by promoting intolerance against the ex-gay community and 

actively targeting Christian organizations who disagree with their political beliefs. 

 

We do not see how these and other links “meet scientific standards supported by 

published, evidence-based studies,” as you also claim.  For example, your link to Trevor 

Space: News and Networking describes itself as “a social networking site for lesbian, gay, 

bisexual, transgender and questioning youth ages 13 through 24.”    

 

Research shows that far from being fixed, adolescent sexuality is quite fluid—not only 

with respect to sexual conduct but with respect to underlying sexual attractions as well. 

For example, the largest and most comprehensive data set on adolescent health and 

sexuality is the National Longitudinal Study of Adolescent Health, also known as the 

“Add Health” study. Ritch Savin-Williams of Cornell University, a homosexual who is 

probably the nation’s leading researcher on gay youth, reported this finding: “In the data 

set of the longitudinal Add Health study, of the Wave I boys who indicated that they had 

exclusive same-sex romantic attraction, only 11% reported exclusive same-sex attraction 

1 year later; 48% reported only opposite-sex attraction, 35% reported no attraction to 

either sex, and 6% reported attraction to both sexes” (emphasis added; Ritch Savin-

Williams, “Who’s Gay? Does It Matter?” Current Directions in Psychological Science 

Vol. 15, No. 1 (2006), p. 42). 

 

We ask Director Thomas Frieden and the CDC to adopt the standards utilized by the 

Office of Adolescent Health, Department of Health and Human Services, and provide 

website links that are factually oriented, relevant to adolescent health, non-partisan, free 

from bias and predjudice, and do not take or present an advocacy position. 

 

The CDC’s current list of links results in ex-gay bashing, does not provide complete 

factual information to youth and their parents, and sends the wrong message that 

unpopular sexual minorities like former homosexuals are not entitled to protection or 

respect.  We ask you to stop ignoring our complaint that the CDC is engaging in sexual 

orientation discrimination.  Once again, we request that you address our complaint that 

the CDC is guilty of sexual orientation bias against disfavored groups. 

 

By copy of this letter, we are sending our concerns to President Obama and asking his 

administration to intervene. 

 

Sincerely, 

___/s/ Nathaniel Oleson________________ 

Nathaniel Oleson 

Senior Staff Attorney 

UNITED STATES JUSTICE FOUNDATION 


